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I am writing to register my opposition to the proposed smacking ban. I think this law 
would be an unnecessary and intrusive thing for loving law abiding families. I think 
the implementation of this law would be an overreach by the Government and it 
would also take resources away from children who are really at risk of physical 
abuse. 
 
I believe that every child should be protected against violence. However we already 
have sufficient laws that should stop any child being violently abused but I don’t think 
it is fair to compare a loving parent correcting their child’s behaviour with a small tap 
or smack to a child being violently abused. 
 
We also hear people say "Oh we don’t hit adults so why is it ok to hit children?" Well 
children aren't adults! We don’t treat them the same in other walks of life for eg. we 
don’t allow them to eat what they want, go to bed when they want, we don’t allow 
them to vote or drive or drink alcohol (the list goes on and on). 
 
We have seen no evidence that a smacking ban improves children’s behaviour or 
makes them happier. If you speak to most adults that were smacked as children they 
have suffered no lasting effects. 
 
In closing I would say that I have witnessed many people at different times who DO 
NOT smack their child when correcting them and instead yell and scream at them 
often inches from their little faces, using the most appalling language. I find this more 
upsetting than if the child was given a light smack and I feel this will have much more 
lasting damage to that child.  (Are we not constantly told by everyone these days 
how words can hurt and really upset people?) 
 


